Chapter XVII
INTO THE WADI HADHRAMAUT

I do at length descry the happy shore

In which I hope ere long for to arrive;
Fair soil it seem from far, and fraught with store

Of all that dear and dainty is alive.                  SPENCER.

AFTER lunch we packed up and decided to leave on our donkeys, for the
cars had not yet arrived. We went on riding until after sunset and dis-
mounted under some date palms, wanting to stay the night in this pleasant
grove. There was a fort just above us on the hill occupied by a few Yafa'i
soldiers, and this 'we thought would be suitable for our followers. But
Salih 'Ali was not satisfied and wanted to be in the town of Haura, which
he assured me was "here." I let myself be persuaded and "walked along
behind him under an embankment feeling for some curious reaabn that
there was a railway above it. His constant "here" developed finally into a
forty minute walk, tiring as it was on sand. At last we saw the town and
turned off among some date palms meaning to^amp there. But again we
were frustrated, for swarms of the inhabitants came from the town begging
us to sleep there. Their invitation was so pressing that we had to give up
our green quarter for the roof of a dar belonging to 'Awadh 'Umar Ba
Sunkar, where we sat for a long time surrounded by a group of twenty-
eight men and boys of all ages. Carpets were spread and everybody was
very friendly, though we were tired and wanted bur dinner. There was a
. great Java connection in this town,1 as in the neighbouring villages, and the

i The leading people of the town are townsmen of the Ba Wazir family, and a
very nice middle-aged man, Muhammad bin 'AbduUa bin 'Umar BaWazir, seemed
to be dbe leading spirit in the absence of the local governor, Sa'dallah Faraj, who
was on leave. The townsmen of the Hadhramaut, who are derived principally from
eighty families who migrated from Iraq with the ancestor of the Seiyids over a
thousand years ago, are divided into four, classes, merchants, artificers, labourers and
servants. They live in the towns, do not bear arms, and are the principal taxpayers. -

(For completion >of footnote see page opposite.)
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